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The most valuable addition to this second edition is the 
extracts from the lectures of Dr. Daubeny on agriculture, 
in 1841, founded chiefly on this work of Liebig. In these, 
his principles, and their practical application, are fully dis- 
cussed ; besides which, they contain the results of many ex- 
periments, undertaken as tests for the purpose of proving 
these principles. 

These lectures are but the commencement of a history 
of the experiments, which are, or will be, instituted in 
all countries under the auspices of science, for the pur- 
pose of the economical increase of the produce of the soil ; 
a purpose launched forth into the broad ocean of human 
intellect by the writings of the present age, with an impetus 
far exceeding all our conceptions of material mechanics ; and 
which, in its course, gathering strength upon strength, bids 
fair not only to connect all mankind into one community 
of praise to the great Author of all for the simplicity, the 
beauty, the abundance of his works and his care, but to banish 
from the earth the mass of starvation and misery with which 
the unavoidable distinctions of poverty and riches seem al- 
most to have overwhelmed its most fertile portions. 



Art. XL — CRITICAL NOTICES. 

1. — Sir Henry Cavendish's Debates of the House of Com- 
mons, from May, 1768, to June, 1774; commonly called 
" The Unreported Parliament." 

It is known, that during an interesting period of British his- 
tory, a period of six years from May, 1768, to June, 1774, no 
more than a very brief and meagre sketch of the debates in 
Parliament has been preserved. This blank was occasioned 
by a strict enforcement of the standing order for the exclu- 
sion of strangers from the gallery of the House. By a fortu- 
nate discovery, a series of manuscript reports of nearly all the 
principal debates during this period, taken down at the time 
by Sir Henry Cavendish, a member of Parliament has lately 
been brought to light. They are contained in forty-nine small 
quarto volumes. The discovery was made by Mr. J. Wright, 
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who undertook to arrange and prepare the whole for publica- 
tion. The following is Sir Henry Cavendish's own account of 
his labors. 

" My original design was to take down the heads only of the sev- 
eral speeches ; but finding, by practice, even my inferior skill adequate 
to something rather more extensive, in the subsequent sessions of this 
Parliament the debates will be found more at large, except in the case 
of a few members, whose rapid delivery outran my ability to keep up 
with them. I am conscious of the many imperfections that will be 
found in them ; some most certainly from inability ; some from my pe- 
culiar and inconvenient situation at the time of writing them ; and some, 
I am sorry to say, from the disorder that now and then used to prevail 
in the House,— where sometimes members, from an eagerness to hear 
others, or themselves, made so much noise as to drown the voice of 
the person speaking ; sometimes premature applause for a former part 
of a sentence prevented the House from hearing the latter ; and some- 
times those favorite words, ' Hear ! hear ! ' so frequently echoed 
through the House, forbade all hearing. Many gaps, many broken 
sentences, will be found ; but even many of the broken sentences, I 
believe, will not be altogether useless. Several speeches of the most 
able members are very imperfect ; many sublime and beautiful pas- 
sages are lost, I fear, for ever : the only comfort I have is, that I be- 
lieve I have preserved more than the memory of any individual has. 
I have not, in the smallest degree, certainly not wilfully, altered or 
misrepresented the sentiments of any one member." 

The great value of these papers will be more fully under- 
stood by the following extracts from the Editor's prospectus. 

" It may be gratifying to the subscribers to state, that the collection 
contains upwards of two hundred speeches of Mr. Burke which have 
never seen the light ; together with a number of the most valuable 
speeches of Mr. George Grenville, Lorth North, Mr. Dunning, Mr. 
Thurlow, Mr. Wedderburn, Mr. Fox, Colonel Barr6, Mr., afterwards 
Chief Justice, Blackstone, Alderman Beckfbrd, Sergeant Glynn, Mr. 
Dowdeswell, Lord John Cavendish, Sir George Saville, &c. It em- 
braces the whole of the stirring period of the publication of the Let- 
ters of Junius, and exhibits the feeling which prevailed in the House 
and in the country, previous to the unhappy contest which took place 
between Great Britain and her American Colonies. Among many 
others, it contains discussions on the following important subjects ; — 
Expulsion of Mr. Wilkes, Middlesex Election, Privilege of Parliament, 
Trials of Controverted Elections, Informations ex officio by the Attor- 
ney-General, Liberty of the Press, Power and Duties of Juries, Law of 
Libel, Rights of Electors, Salaries of Judges, Affairs of the East India 
Company, Proceedings against the Printers for publishing the Speech- 
es of Members, Duration of Parliaments, Coin and Currency, Crim- 
inal Laws, Royal Marriage, Subscription to the Thirty-nine Articles, 
Civil List, Copyright, Corn Laws, Poor Laws, Administration of Jus- 
tice in Massachusetts Bay, Boston Port Bill, Quebec Government Bill, 
&c. Of this period, Gibbon thus speaks in his Memoirs ; — ' The cause 
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of Government was ably vindicated by Lord North, a consummate mas- 
ter of debate, who could wield, with equal dexterity, the arms of reason 
and of ridicule. He was seated on the treasury bench, between his 
Attorney and Solicitor General, the two pillars of the law and State, 
magis pares quam similes ; and the minister might indulge in a short 
slumber, whilst he was upholden on either hand by the majestic sense 
of Thurlow, and the skilful eloquence of Wedderburn. From the 
adverse side of the House, an ardent and powerful Opposition was 
supported by the lively declamation of Barre, the legal acuteness of 
Dunning, the profuse and philosophic fancy of Burke, and the argu- 
mentative vehemence of Fox. By such men, every operation of 
peace and war, every principle of justice or policy, every question of 
authority and freedom, was attacked and defended, and the subject of 
the momentous contest was the union or separation of Great Britain 
and America.' 

"A peculiar feature of these debates is, that they were all reported 
by one person, who was a member of the House, and therefore not 
liable to be turned out in the middle of a speech ; and who had no in- 
ducement to undergo the immense labor, but the honorable desire of 
possessing a faithful record of the proceedings of the time. By the 
publication of this collection, the proceedings of a Parliament, which 
has hitherto been called ' The Unreported Parliament,' will, at 
the end of seventy years, be more fully recorded, by the talent and 
perseverance of one of its own members, than any portion of the Par- 
liamentary History of this country, previously to the relaxation of the 
standing order of the House of Commons for the exclusion of stran- 
gers." 

The work will be completed in sixteen parts, making four 
volumes in royal octavo, printed uniformly with The Parlia- 
mentary History op England. It is but partial justice to 
say of the volume before us, — the only one which has as 
yet been published, — that it more than answers the high ex- 
pectation which the above notices are calculated to excite. 
Mr. Wright has executed his task with good judgment and 
skill. He has enriched the text with frequent notes, consisting 
of matter well _selected and well applied, and throwing much 
light on the actors and events of the time. We cannot but re- 
gard this work as an important accession, as well to the history 
of the United States as to that of England. It has brought out 
for the first time, and in an ample form, many of the transac- 
tions of the British Parliament on American affairs in the early 
stages of the Revolution, and contains the opinions of the 
great British statesmen on the topics which were then agitating 
the minds of all parties in the two countries. 
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